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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 2303 
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TAGS: MARR MORG KS JA AS 

SUBJECT: ASSIGNMENT OF AUSTRALIAN OFFICER TO UNC REAR 

REF: (A) STATE 72650 (DTG: 2121 10Z MAR 78 
(B) CANBERRA 1953 (DTG: 160317Z MAR 78 

STATUS OF AUSTRALIAN DECISION ON ASSIGNMENT OF OFFICER 
TO UNC REAR IS AS DESCRIBED REF (B): MATTER IS BEFORE 
CABINET WITH A RECOMMENDATION THAT AUSTRALIA PROVIDE ONE 
OR MORE OFFICERS TO UNC REAR BEGINNING MID-SUMMER 1978. 

UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES. THERE IS NO WAY THAT WE CAN 
PRESS FOR AN EARLY DECISION WITHOUT PREJUDICING THE 
OUTCOME, QUITE POSSIBLY TO OUR DETRIMENT. BOTH CABINET 
AND PARLIAMENT ARE IN RECESS UNTIL APRIL 4, WE HAVE 
EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THE OUTCOME OF CABINET DISCUS- 
SIONS WILL BE POSITIVE AND THAT WE WILL KNOW THE RESULTS 
BY MID-APRIL. BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION IN CANBERRA 
SHARES OUR VIEW THAT TO RAISE THE MATTER AT THIS POINT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WOULD RUN THE RISK OF YIELDING A COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE 
RESULT. 
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